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“Beary” Important Dates: 

 

February 8th:​ PTO meeting at 

7:00 PM in room C11 at BES. 

 

February 19th:​ SCHOOL 

CLOSED for Presidents’ Day. 

 

February 20th​: SCHOOL 

CLOSED for winter break. 

 

February 21st:​ Dental 

Hygienist visits kindergarten 

classrooms.  

 

February 28th:​ BBOE meeting 

at 7:00PM in the Community 

Room located in the district’s 

Central Office.  

 

March 7th:​ Brooklyn School 

Readiness Council (SRC) 

meeting from 4:30 PM-5:30 PM 

in the BES library. 

 

March 8th:​ PTO meeting at 

7:00 PM in room C11 at BES. 

 

March 9th:​ SCHOOL CLOSED 

for professional development. 

 

March 15th:​ BES grades close. 

 

March 16th:​ Southwick Animal 

Farm Zoomobile to visit 

kindergarten. 

 

March 28th:​ BBOE meeting at 

7:00PM in the Community Room 

located in the district’s Central 

Office.  

 

March 29th:​ EARLY RELEASE 

for Parent-Teacher 

Conferences. 

 

 

PRINCIPAL’S CORNER 

Our “Kindness Campaign” is off and running.  Students have been 

working on kindness projects which are displayed throughout the 

building.  We’ve been flexing our kindness muscles all year through 

our Bears CARE program and look forward to starting the Look for 

the Good Project this spring with the support of our PTO.  Our BES 

Rocks slogan exemplifies our belief that our school must be a place 

which fosters ​C​ooperation, ​A​chievement, ​R​esponsibility, and 

E​mpathy.  We honor the diversity of our families and encourage all 

to be active participants in our school community. 

Therefore, we welcome your participation at school events, PTO 

meetings, building based and district committees, and classroom 

activities whenever possible.  Please note: in order to volunteer in 

classrooms, at events, Fun Day, Spring Planting, or on field trips, you 

must complete the required volunteer paperwork prior to​ March 1st! 

PTO  

The fabulous Brooklyn PTO consistently works to better our 

programs for the children of Brooklyn.  The many family focused 

events cannot take place without volunteers like YOU!   

 

We currently have a number of volunteer opportunities on the PTO, 

which include, but aren’t limited to: Father Daughter Dance, Mother 

Son Dance, Spring Planting, fundraisers, and school wide initiatives. 

Without the assistance of our school community, the PTO may not be 

able to continue to host such wonderful family friendly events.  

 

If you have time, talent, expertise in event planning, or just want to 

help out in any way, please contact, PTO President, Kim Wood at 

pto@brooklynschools.org​ or head to the PTO Facebook page for 

more information.  

   

mailto:pto@brooklynschools.org


March 29th:​ BES Report Cards 

issued. 

 

March 30th: ​SCHOOL 

CLOSED for Good Friday. 

 

April 4th:​ SRC meeting from 

4:30 PM-5:30 PM in the BES 

library. 

 

April 12th:​ PTO meeting at 

7:00 PM in room C11 at BES. 

 

April 16th-20th: SCHOOL 

CLOSED​ for spring break. 

 

April 25th:​ BBOE meeting at 

7:00PM in the Community Room 

located in the district’s Central 

Office.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NAEYC 

The National Association for the Education of Young 

Children (NAEYC) is a national organization that 

promotes quality standards for early childhood 

programs (PK & K).  Through our accreditation in this 

organization, Brooklyn Elementary School is 

committed to providing the highest quality early 

childhood programming. 

 

This spring, we will once again be sending out our annual NAEYC 

surveys to PK/K families.  These surveys provided us with much 

needed feedback as to how to improve our programs.  We utilize this 

feedback to note what we’re doing well but also to determine what 

we need to work on as part of our School Advancement Plan.  We 

were thrilled with the number of families who completed the surveys 

last year and hope to see even greater results this spring.  

SCHOOL CLIMATE SURVEYS 

Our annual school climate surveys also provide 

important feedback for our School Advancement Plan 

goals. While we had about 100 families fill out the 

survey, much greater participation than the previous 

year, we’re hoping to have even more complete them 

this school year.  

 

Our Parent School Climate Surveys provided extremely positive 

feedback regarding the quality of all levels of our staff and the 

changes that have been made at BES.  They also allowed us to gear 

this year’s goals to improve communication, refine curriculum and 

instruction practices, implement the Kindness Campaign, and further 

promote both student and staff recognition programs. This survey is 

an important tool so we may gather critical information regarding 

areas in which we can make BES the best learning environment it can 

be.  

PREKINDERGARTEN 

We have been busy in prekindergarten 

learning about the winter season! We are 

discussing weather, winter activities, and 

appropriate winter clothing. We have been 

learning about animals, specifically arctic 

animals and bears. Our PK students have been 

learning about hibernation and were very 

excited about our hibernation day/comfy 

cozy days in our classrooms. 

 

In our classrooms, we have learned approximately ten letters and 

their sounds, and are working on writing numbers and counting out 



Brooklyn Parks & 

Recreation  Events 
 

Brooklyn Parks & Recreation 

Open Gym Schedule Tuesday & 

Wednesday Evenings 7-9pm 

Brooklyn Middle School Gym 

$3.00 per person/per night 

$3.00 Paid at the door each 

session, first 30 paid and 

signed in will participate each 

evening. Sign in with supervisor 

before entering gym.  

 

NO CHILDREN OR UNPAID 

SPECTATORS IN GYM 

DURING THIS PROGRAM.  

 

             January 30 & 31  

 February 6 & 7 

 February 13 & 14  

 

Please Note: These dates are 

subject to change based on 

school activities and inclement 

weather. No program will be 

held if school is canceled or 

closes early due to weather or 

other issues. You can check for 

updates on the website at 

www.brooklynct.org – Look for 

the parks & recreation link. For 

unscheduled closings, a notice 

will be posted at school 

entrance when possible.  

 

NO FOOD OR DRINK IN GYM 

WATER ONLY 

 

 

SPRINGTIME BASKETBALL 

CLINIC  

 

Where: Brooklyn Middle School 

gym When: Monday – Thursday 

March 19th – 22nd Time: 

6pm-8pm Fee: $40.00 This 

clinic will be open to boys & 

girls ages 8-12 We will cover 

shooting, dribbling, passing and 

more. Scrimmages and drills 

will be utilized to learn new 

skills and to develop a better 

understanding of the game. 

quantities. We continue to practice rhyming, patterns, and writing 

our first names. Our students are looking forward to our upcoming 

units that include the construction zone and fairy tales! 

KINDERGARTEN 

Grade K has been assessing students’ 

academic growth using our mid-year 

benchmarks.  In mathematics, we starting 

addition.  In ELA, we are practicing 

blending sounds to read words, discussing 

the beginning, middle, and end of stories, 

writing using our 'heart' words, and 

recognizing the sounds we hear in words.  In the social studies and 

science, we are learning about the weather and how it affects our 

lives.  We also learned about Martin Luther King, Jr. and his impact 

on our country. 

GRADE 1 

Our first graders have been busy bees. They have been reading a 

variety of literary genres and are learning to identify the attributes 

of each.  Fiction selections have included both fantasy and realistic 

selections.  Students have been discussing setting, characters, and 

plot structure. They have also been reading non-fiction material to 

learn interesting facts about maps and plants.  A focus of instruction 

continues to be an emphasis on the use of decoding strategies and 

students are encouraged to use these when reading together. 

Children are being asked to demonstrate comprehension by retelling 

stories, discussing details, and comparing and contrasting stories 

that have been read. 

 

During writing time, first graders continue to improve and apply 

their understanding of writing conventions such as proper spelling, 

grammar, and letter formation. Weekly grammar lessons have 

included identifying and writing different types of sentences (i.e. 

questions, exclamations, and statements).. Students now know that 

nouns name people, places, animals and things and they are becoming 

familiar with adding -s to words to indicate plurals. 

 

In math, our first graders continue to work hard at becoming fluent 

by applying a multitude of  addition and subtraction strategies to 

numbers through 20.  Number lines, fact families, and doubles facts 

have been useful tools. Students have also been learning to solve 

word problems using a variety of strategies such as writing a number 

sentence, acting out a word problem, drawing a model, identifying key 

words, and making  tables 

 

In first grade, kindness and friendship are the rule. We begin each 

day by reciting the school pledge, which states that “We work 



Bucky Lohbusch will present 

this clinic.  

 

BASEBALL PITCHING CLINIC 

 When: February 26th - March 

1st Monday - Thursday. Fee: 

$50.00 per player. Where: 

Brooklyn Middle School gym 

Bucky Lohbusch will be the 

instructor for this clinic. Open 

to players ages 10-13. We will 

meet from 6:00pm7:30pm. This 

clinic will stress the 

fundamentals of pitching & 

proper conditioning while 

helping to further develop your 

skills. Bring your glove and get 

ready for the upcoming season! 

Space is limited, reserve your 

spot today.  

 

Upcoming spring youth 

programs:  

 

April Vacation Activities 

Program – Registration begins 

in March. Memento/Photo 

Board Class with Karen and 

Chocolate Candy Class both to 

be held in April. Summer Day 

Camp and TEEN Camp 

registration begins in March. 

Adult classes this spring and 

summer include Spring Running 

Club, Summer Boot Camp, 

Beginner’s Only Series, Sunrise 

Fitness and Cross Train Fix. 

Special events include Bunny 

Breakfast and Egg Hunt, and 

Memorial Day’s Family Fun Day. 

Check out all of this and our 

upcoming trip schedule in our 

Spring/Summer Brochure, to 

be mailed out to Brooklyn house 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

together when things get tough,” and “At 

BES, everyone’s a friend.” Please continue 

to reinforce these character traits at 

home. We appreciate all the support you 

give your children and our school 

community. Remember to read with your 

child every night, or better yet, let your 

child read to you!   

 

The First Grade Teachers 

GRADE 2 

Grade Two Winter News-  

 

● Forming a home-school connection is vital for student success. 

Usually, teachers rely on once a week newsletters or no news 

is good news. Connections are now being made by grade two 

teachers using secure social media apps called Class Dojo 

and/or Seesaw. Keeping parents informed has been very 

well-received by students and their families.  

● This month grade two will continue health lessons in the 

classroom. Having collaborated closely, second grade teachers 

have planned many hands on activities for health instruction. 

In the upcoming weeks, students will learn 

about germs and hand-washing, nutrition, 

the importance of a good night’s sleep, 

and how being active is beneficial. 

Students are excited to explore these 

valuable topics! 

● Students on Team 2 all participated in a 

snowman-building afternoon in December. There were many 

volunteer parents and grandparents, lead by Jen Atchinson, 

who helped to make it a huge success. Unbelievable second 

grade writers then went to work to draft a story about their 

snowman’s adventure. Pens in hand, the students used the 

narrative writing lessons they have learned in Writer’s 

Workshop to then edit, revise, and write a final draft! It was 

an important culmination to weeks spent learning the 

beginning stages of this writing process. Daily writing has 

helped to improve skills in this area. 

● Students have moved on to addition and subtraction with and 

without regrouping in the last few months. Having used ten 

frames in the fall, students use these to better understand 

when regrouping is necessary. In these lessons, students have 

also worked on breaking apart numbers to add or subtract. 

This method has helped students strengthen their number 

sense and manipulate large numbers to solve calculations.  



 

 

 

 WINTER AT HOME 

ACTIVITY 

 

Snow Paint 

 

Materials: 

*Dark construction  

  paper (such as purple  

  and blue) 

*Crayons 

*Paintbrushes 

*4 tablespoons Epsom   

  salts 

*1/4 cup hot water 

*Small cups or bowls 

*Covered table 

  

What to do: 

1.​ ​Mix one-quarter 

    cup hot water with 

four tablespoons of 

Epsom salts. Stir 

mixture to dissolve. 

2.​ ​Draw freely with 

crayons on the dark 

construction paper. 

3.​ ​Brush the drawing 

with the salt 

mixture. 

4.​ ​Dry the painting 

completely. 

  

Want to do more? 

Cut snowy designs from 

the paper and hang with 

string. 

  

  
  

 

 

 

GRADE 3 

Now that the holidays are over, many 3rd grade classes have begun 

new units of study, and the students have been eager to start their 

new learning.  

 

Unit 2 in reading consisted of learning about nonfiction. Students 

learned to identify text features and understand that authors use 

text features to give more information. They used their own 

nonfiction texts as a scavenger hunt to identify how text features 

helped with their own learning. We also spent time identifying text 

structure. Students used different mentor texts to learn about the 

way that the author wrote the text. This could include compare and 

contrast, sequencing, cause and effect, problem and solution, or 

description. We also worked on finding the main idea of a text or 

paragraph and the details that helped support the main idea. 

Currently, students have begun working with traditional literature. 

Throughout this unit students will be working to identify different 

characteristics of fairy tales which include animals that can talk, 

good vs. evil, magical powers, royalty, and special powers. We will also 

be comparing and contrasting different versions of fairy tales like 

The Three Little Pigs​, ​The Frog Prince​ and ​Jack and the Beanstalk. 

During this time students will also focus on first and third person 

point of view and will identify key words to help them figure out who 

is telling the story. Other focus in this unit is on text structure of 

myths, story elements and inferencing of tall tales, and 

understanding what makes a legend.  

 

In writing, classes finished up their personal narrative units where 

students wrote stories about something that has happened to them. 

Their stories focused on small moments in time where they 

remember a time that made them happy, sad, excited, or even a time 

where they had lots of fun. Students have now begun Unit 2 which is 

our informational writing unit. During this unit, students will be 

writing nonfiction texts where they will be able to teach other 

students in the class about a topic that they are experts on. Within 

their topic they will focus on subtopics that help focus on narrow 

aspects of their broader topics.  

 

In science, we just completed and an exciting activity. Third grade 

students were paired up with a student from another class to 

complete research on a particular climate. 

This unit began with a science lab where 

students discovered science patterns across 

the world based on average high and low 

temperatures of the seasons in each region. 

They were then assigned a region to 

research based on their climate. Students 

then took that research and created a climate poster. Their posters 



https://www.cdc.gov/flu/parents/index.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/parents/index.htm
http://families.naeyc.org/
https://www.greatschools.org/gk/category/character/
https://www.greatschools.org/gk/cue-cards/
https://www.greatschools.org/gk/cue-cards/
https://www.greatschools.org/gk/category/academics/reading-2/
https://www.greatschools.org/gk/category/academics/reading-2/
https://bealearninghero.org/learning-tools/parents/?tax_language=english&tax_subject=math&tax_grade&search_query&wpas_id=resources-search-parents&wpas_submit=1
https://bealearninghero.org/learning-tools/parents/?tax_language=english&tax_subject=math&tax_grade&search_query&wpas_id=resources-search-parents&wpas_submit=1

